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For those of our members who appreoiate landmarks, 
th is  ed itio n  o f 'T u lle* may be considered one. I t  i s  
our 2 1 st , A l i t t l e  lik e  a ch ild  whose parents sometimes 
wonder i f  sa id  ch ild  w ill see a 21st b irth day , th is  news­
le t t e r  has survived many c r is e s  and come throvigh sm ilingl

F r iv o lity  over (but not lo s t )  we turn to  look 
back over the leist fiv e  years of Robert (Bob) W ilson's 
presidency o f our So c ie ty ,

I  remember Bob on the occasion o f our f i r s t  meeting 
on 12th June, 1982, taking the chair with g reat enthusiasm 
and encouragement fo r the growth o f In te re st  in  a newly 
discovered, unique group o f s e t t l e r s .  This enthusiasm 
has never dimmed, even though Bob has b a ttle d  in  the la t t e r  
years as president with an ever in creasin g work lo ad , as he 
has taken on wore re sp o n sib ility  ais a sen ior public servan t. 
His knowledge in the areas o f research , fam ily h is to ry , 
arch ival m aterial of a l l  s o r t s ,  and in te re stin g  guest 
speakers have benefited  us a l l .  On your b e h a lf, I  o ffe r  
Bob a vote o f thanks fo r  h is  work, .and i l l s  w ife , Jo y , and 
th e ir  fam ily a  vote o f thanks fo r  th e ir  support of Bob and 
th e ir  patience with yet another c a l l  on h is  tim e.

Our new President i s  Bruce Goodwin [jCemahall FamilyJ 
To him we say welcome, and o ffe r  him our support and b est 
wishes in  h is  now p o sitio n . Both he and Betty are well 
known to us a l l ,  and Bjruce appreciated fo r  h is  in sigh t 
in to  the so c ia l  h istory  of our people, to ld  with such 
In te re st 8uid w it.

We a lso  thank M arjorie [Wb ] Brown fo r  so much work 
she did l a s t  year and I personally endorse th at €ind welcome 
her warmly as a s s la ta n t  producer o f 'T u lle * ,  To bnid a lso  
we extend a welcome as new Secretary and to Lindsay an 
P ub licity  O ffic e r , We appreciate th e ir  w illin gn ess to help 
and o ffe r  our support.
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Our next meeting i s  an important one; i t  w ill 
be a working meeting to look a t  the progress of our short 
h istory pub lication  and the f e a s ib i l i t y  o f a d isp lay  at 
the World Congress a t Darling Harbour In October» I  
encourage you to attend» I t  w ill be held as usual a t  
the Archives

on 7th May

at 1  p»m»

Tea, co ffee  surid a  l i t t l e  •smakeral o f something’ (Winnie- 
the-Pooh) w ill  fo llow .

A Celebration.

Rev, Tom H alls West Family , rec to r o f 
St» P e te r 's  Anglican Church at St» P e te r 's ,  extends an 
in v ita tio n  to  members of A.S.L.C» to  10»00 a»m» Morning 
Serv ice , and a f te r  the launching of a book of The H istory 
of the P arish , by Archbishop Donald Robinson, on Sunday, 
15 th May.

The book comprises a 96 page document including 
56 photos, parish  and lo c a l h istory  anda complete b u ria l 
l i s t .  Many o f the members w ill be fam ilia r  with th is  
p ro je c t , d iscussed  at one o f our meetings by Laurel 
Richardson»

Later in the year on 10th Ju ly , again a t  the 
10.00 a.m. Morning Serv ice , the parish  w ill celebrate 
the 150 th Anniversary o f the lay in g o f the fotjndation 
stone o f the present bxiilding.

The Church, which i s  s itu a ted  a t 187 Princes 
Highway, S t .  P e te r 's ,  gave i t s  name to the surrounding 
d i s t r i c t ,  gazetted  in  1855. This h is to r ic  event i s  one 
that involves the evolution of a lacemaker fam ily , and as 
such, Tom in v ite s  us a l l  to share h is  ce leb ratio n .



Secretary's Report.

Last meeting (held 6th Febniary) was the Xnnual 
General. Meeting deferred from November 1907» O ffice  Bearers 
were re-e lec ted  with the exceptions o f P residen t: Bruce 
Goodwin and Secretary : Enid B astlok .

A fter fin an c ia l d iscu ssio n . Annual Su bscrip tion s 
are to remain a t  ^13 and w ill in  future be payable a t  the 
Annual General Meeting*

fidOO per ctnnUB i s  to be paid in to "Tulle** working 
account to f a c i l i t a t e  payment o f c o sts  when dvie* The 
Secretary  was granted ji in  advamce fo r  postage, e tc .

Mrs C laire  Loneragan reported that the ^200 se t  
aside fo r  a  typew riter (no longer fe a s ib le )  was used to 
fixumce the prin tin g  of the 1848 Canenders advised in  the 
l a s t  issu e  o f "T u lle” *

A fter d iscu ssio n  about 'f r e e *  d isp lay  space a v a il ­
able a t the 1 st In tern ation al Congress on Family H istory 
and 5th A ustralasian  Congress on Genealogy and Heraldry 

(to  be held 18th to 23rd October a t  D arling Harbour), the 
follow ing committee was elected  to look in to  the m atter:
The P resident, Secretary , Richard Lander, Beth Williams 
and G illia n  K elly * I f  i t  was worthwhile, they were to  
organise euid be responsib le  fo r  the d isp lay *

An o f fe r  by E lizabeth  Simpson ( le t t e r  in  l a s t  issu e  
o f "T u lle ")  to send our a sso c ia tio n  m aterial gathered by 
her and M* Audine, was accepted* We appreciate  Beth 
W illiams' o ffe r  to so rt and index same, so i t  w ill  be residily 
av a ilab le  to a l l *

Members requ iring lace  panels o f S t *  M ary's or the 
s a i l in g  ship from Nottingham are asked to le t  me know as 
soon as p o ssib le *

ENID BASTICK.



Thomas Stanley Summerhayes
1880-1950

—-Pat Stewart
25.5.1987

I  wonder how many members o f the A ustralian  
Socie ty  o f the Lacemakers of C a la is  learned th e ir  
busin ess s k i l l s  a t the Metropolitan Business College 
in  Sydneyj possib ly  when i t  was s itu a te d  a t  6 Dailey 
S t r e e t .  Perhaps they remember the P rin c ip a l,

Mr Sumraerhayes . . .  i f  not fo r some act o f kindness, then 
surely  fo r  h is  dark brown eyesl Some o f our younger members 
may have learned Suramerhayes Shorterhand, which he invented, 
but did they know that he was a fellow  descendant o f the 
lacemakers from Nottingham and C a la is?

When George and I sa b e lla  Saywell and th e ir fam ily 
arrived  in  Sydney on the "Agincourt” on 6th October, 1848, 
th e ir youngest ch ild  was I s a b e lla ,  aged s ix  months. Seven­
teen years l a t e r  she married George Sumraerhayes in  Young.

Thomas Stanley Stimmerhayes was born a t  Pioneer Farm, 
Montengle, on l6 th  March, 1880, and baptised  a t  S t .Jo h n 's  
Church o f England, Young. There were twelve Summerhayes 
ch ildrent Thomas was the second son and el^^th  ch ild .

Two more sons were born a t Pioneer Farmi Arthur in 
188?, and Ja sp e r  in 1804. A year or two la te r  th e ir  mother 
decided to move into the town of Young 't o  educate her young 
sonr,'. She opened a Boarding House which she named 'P ioneer'« 
(There were two more daughtersi Ruby born in  1887, and Lucy 
Emma, who was born on 15th October, 1889, and died fiv e  months 
l a t e r . )

In 1888 "The Young Chronicle” published l i s t s  of 
K ri7,e Winners from the Superior Public School. The th ird  
c la s s  l i s t  in cludes Thomas Summerhayes, who won 2nd Prize 
Tor "m arks". His brother, Arthur, appears under the heading
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"Babies C la s se s " .  ( i t  would seem they a l l  won p rize s for 
"attendance and general p ro fic ien cy "I)

Tom SummerhayeSf aged 141 commenced work a t  "The 
Yo\ing Chronicle" in 1894« The Newspaper had been estab lish ed  
in 1874» but conducted from 1880 to 1915 by Mr George Reynolds, 
Snr.y and la te r  by h is  sons*

A sp e c ia l Diamond Ju b ilee  Number was published by 
"The Yo\mg Chronicle" on 29th May, 1954» a«d provides some 
inform ation o f In te re s t , including a S t a f f  photograph of 
Mr George Reynolds and some of h is  sons, the young Tom 
Summerhayes and other employees*

Following are e x tra c ts  from an a r t ic le  
o f the la te  George Reynolds!

" Some Old Employees

on the part

Others who went through the old o f f ic e  • . • were 
.  . •  and Tom Summerhayes, now p rin c ip a l o f the 
M etropolitan Business C ollege, with an enrolment of 
2900 stiidents* Mr Summerhayes e a r ly  showed h is  
keen d e sire  to progress» fo r he v o lu n tarily  added 
shorthand and reporting to  h is  o f f ic e  d u tie s , and 
f i l l e d  many a  long column with the speeches o f the 
p o l i t i c a l  and other leaders o f the day*
The learn ing o f Pitman Shorthand, the stepping 
stone to success o f many thousands o f am bitious 
youths -  e sp e c ia lly  in  the old days -  was warmly 
encouraged by Mr Reynolds, and a l l  h is  ch ildren  
who entered the o ff ic e  were required to  know i t s  
elements* Mr Summerhayes, we b e lie v e , learned 
the winged a r t  from Mr J .C . D aley,a schoolteacher 
fo r some time a t  Monteagle* Mr Tom Reynolds, 
who had previously been taught by the Rev. Robert 
Edgar, claim s the p riv ilege  o f having a s s is te d  
Mr Summerhayes in  h is early  stru g g le s*

A Stepping Stone
Shorthand wets ce rta in ly  the stepping stone to 
greater things in  the case o f Mr Summerhayes, fo r  
the M etropolitan Business College was started  
o r ig in a lly  as a shorthand school* I t s  development 
was amazing, and to-day no commercial or re lated  
sub ject ia  beyond i t s  scope* I t s  large s t a f f  now



comprises s p e c ia l i s t s  in every branch o f commercial
work, and desp ite the depression i t  i s  s t i l l
R o w i n g .................. ”

The M etropolitan Business College was not estab lish ed  
Te Stanley Summerhayes as commonly be liev ed , but began 

"under the name o f the M etropolitan School o f Shorthand, In 
a small room In Rowe S tre e t , Sydney. At th is  time Business 
Kdiication had to be pioneered. The typew riter was In I t s  
infancy. Shorthand w riting was confined to Newspapermen and 
a few In d iv id u als who followed I t  as a hobby. Double-entry 
Hookkeeping was l i t t l e  used ,"

(R ef, H istory o f the M.B.C.1895-
1921)

In 1907 Thomas Stanley Summerhayes won a S ilv e r  Medal 
for h is a b i l i t y  to  w rite Pitman's Shorthand a t  the ra te  o f 
?CX) w.p.m., and tran scribe  the same accurately  Into longhand*

The M.B.C, came under the Proprietorsh ip  o f Thomas 
Stnnley Summerhayes and J ,  Arthur Turner in 1908* They 
)iad "resigned  th e ir  headships o f Shorthand and Commercial 
Departments o f another large Business Training In s t itu te  
in Sydney, where they had laboured su cce ssfu lly  fo r  many 
years" . . .

(R ef, M.B.C, Annual Report I 9O8 )
Mr Turner remained an active partner xuitil 1924*

He died in  192?.
In 19 13 * Thomas S . Summerhayes began h is search fo r  

a Shorthand Sydtem that would "give the b rev ity  o f the 
Pitman method, with none o f i t s  d isadvantages"* By 1939* 
he was s a t i s f i e d  with h is  new system, and the follow ing year 
i t  was introduced in to the C ollege, which continues to  teach 
both Pitm an's and Summerhayes shorthand system s*

Now located  in the A.M.P, Centre In Bridge S tr e e t , 
Sydney, and combined with the Hales S e c re ta r ia l  School, the 
M.H.C. i s  governed by the Council o f the MBC Business 
College Lim ited, a non-profit membership organ isa tio n . The 
e lected  Council i s  loyal to the expressed wishes o f Thomas 
Stanley Summerhayes, and mindful o f h is  educational p h il­
osophy. His l i f e l ik e  p o rtra it  hangs in  the main o f f i c e .

He was twice widowed. His f i r s t  w ife , Margaret 
H te w a r t ,  was the mother of th e ir  four ch ild ren , one o f whom 
Hied in  e a r ly  childhood. His second w ife, M arjorie Byme,



had been hie Secretary  a t  the Colle^^e.
Having rea lized  h is l i f e ' s  am bition, and se tt le d  

h is a f f a i r s ,  Thomas Stanley Summerhayes re t ir e d  to h is  
holiday home a t  Sprlngwood, in the Blue Hoimtains, In 
1958* He died in  h osp ita l on the fourteenth o f March 
in the follow ing year, jxist two days p rio r to h is  79th 
B irthday,

To->day'8 students who choose to learn  Summerhayes 
Shorterhand are honouring a  nastercraftsm an o f the winged 
a r t ,  and a grandson o f a lacemaker. Could there be a 
connection?

I think my Uncle Tom should have the l a s t  say , so 
w ill conclude with some ex trac ts  from an a r t ic le  he wrote 
fo r  the "Young C hron icle 's Special Diamond Ju b ile e  Number 
(Vol. 60 No.44 May 25 1954).

•Prentice Boys and "D ello"
Old Days in  the "Chronicle" O ffice 

By T .Stanley Summerhayes
Hy re c o lle c tio n s o f the "Chronicle" ai*e many 
and T arled , and in te re stin g , and in e y ita b le , 
and frequent, because the tra in in g  I  got in  
that dear old o ff ic e  has been o f constant value 
in  c e rta in  d e ta i ls  o f my work to-day, embracing 
as i t  does the p rin tin g  o f so much l i te r a tu r e ,  
booklets concerning the au stiv itie s o f the 
C ollege , in sp ira tio n a l or otherw ise.
Punctuation, how p articu la r  "Delo" was{ how 
he and I  waded through the ga lle y  p ro o fs, he 
with sp ec tac le s on, reinforced by a h\ige magni­
fy ing g l a s s .  No wonder we found aUl the erro rs 
and m lsprln tsl And how I loved h is  coouients, 
most uncompllmentacry to the o ffen ders, p a r ticu la r ly  
the appren tices.
I hope you don't fe e l  that I am irreveren t 
or d isre sp e c tfu l in  giv in g your fath er the 
nickname we a l l  used. I  reverence h is  memory.
I  think as a boy I  loved him. He gave me a 
great chance -  he vats always kind to me. 1 
can see him now walking up Wombat S tree t -  
homeward bound - holding him self very s t r a ig h t .
I t  seems to me now symbolic of the s tra ig h t
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path the dear old mar always followed in l i f e  - 
in journalism , in bu sin ess.

The Nickname Explained
To your reading public may I explain  the 
Nickname* The sign  used in proof correcting 
in  a newspaper o ffic e  i s  a pecu liar so rt o f D 
-  fo r ’’d e le te '', meaning "cut out" or "Take o u t" , 
whether the thing to be taken out or "cut out" 
i s  a word or a le t t e r *  You can understand i t s  
s ig n ific a n c e * Like most boys we were often 
doing th ings in the absence o f the "boss'* that 
had to be "cut out" immediately we sensed h is 
approach along that l i t t l e  passage leading fjrom 
h is ed ito r isJ . sanctum — and so i t  was often 
"deee-loh l" or shorter and eharper; but over 
the years i t  became a term of endearment 
or a ffe c t io n .

Dogs and Tin Cans
One thing I  r e a lly  r e g re t . The passage a t  the 
side o f the s tre e t  consisted  o f two brick  w a lls , 
and a cement f lo o r  - and the passage was narrow*
I re g re t the number o f dogs that emerged from 
that passage in to Burrowa S tree t with tin s  on 
th e ir t a i l s *  I regret the perfection  of the 
combination o f narrow passage, brick  wall,, cement 
f lo o r  in making a r e a l ly  h e llish  n o ise * I reg re t 
the howls, and now I know something of the 
psychology of humans, I regret extremely the s ta te  
of mind o f those dogs*

We were a l l  in i t .  Settin g  type from wretched 
manuscript can be a very wearisome and monotonous 
b u sin e ss , and to wearied boys before they have 
acquired " fe e lin g "  a dong and a  t in ,  and good 
co n d itio n s, can be a r e a lly  sp icy  In terlude,

P leasant Memories
I d o n 't know whether these are the re c o lle c tio n s 
you asked fo r , but they are my re c o lle c tio n s of 
valuab le  and valued y ears , under a good old b o ss, 
a f in e  gentleman - and p leasant r e la t io n s  with 
some very worthy people*
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I learned to be Industrioua, to value industry» 
to concentrate» to be patient» to appreciate the 
T8ilue of eamestnees» the value of co-operation 
and team work» and» incidentally» I learned some 
th in^ to avoid - meaiuieas» selflehnese» conceit* 
I learned to think*

c°OHI CLAIRSI

What beautiful» flowery letterel We surely have 
lost that beautiful style of literature*

- Ta^To-day's nethod would bet Thanks a e illio n

Emmigration
THE HTIGRATION FROM CALAIS 

The following correspondence has taken placet—
To the Editors of the Nottingham Review*

"Calais» May 17th, IO48*
"S ir s»—  1 have used that l i t t le  influence I had to pro­
mote the welfare of oxtr countrymen, during their late 
sufferings* In Mr. Bonham, the British Consul at this 
place, they have indeed found a great friend, and are 
anxious» as you will perceive, to give publicity to such 
kindness*

"This morning I have been waited upon to request the 
papers may bo sent to you, and to ask the favor of your 
aid in carrying out their wishes by inserting them in your 
paper, and i f  not presuming too much, the sane or the ore 
to Mr. Bonhetm, in a London paper*

"I am under great obligation to my friend and yoxir 
neighbour, Mr. Kelham, of Bleasby, for his aid and prompt­
ness in this matter.

"You will he pleased to pardon this liberty, and 
believe me,

"Yoiir obedient and obliged.
"vrn. MOHLEY."



"To her moat gracious Majesty's Consul«
B.W. Bonham, Esq.

"Honored s i r , - —We have a weighty, and indeed almost an 
impossible duty to perform, in bh\iB attempting to offer 
our most sincere thanks and grateful acknowledgements for 
the many onerous duties you have been called upon to perform, 
on behalf of the distressed British subjeots in Calais and 
it s  v icin ity ,
" I t  has indeed most fortunate for us, under oirotxmstanoes 
so trying, to have had a gentleman as representative of 
the British Oovemment, whose humanity and courtesy have 
been so truly conspicuous, Omlnlous as were our fore» 
bodings-»»dlsiiial as were our prospects, yet we can look 
forward with hope for a successful teriilnation to our d lff»  
icu lties and d istre ss . To you we are mainly indebted for 
this pleasing changei your overtures on our behalf hanrs 
been untiring and unceasing. To you, kind s ir ,  for these 
efforts and numerous acts of benevolence, these our thanks. 
Indifferently expressed, but sincerely fe l t ,  are herein 
recorded,
"Ample time and frequent opportunities for reflection will 
be afforded us on our voyage to the home of our oholoe and 
adoptioni we need scarcely say how pleasing to us, under 
such oiroumstanoes, w ill be the memory of those to whose 
kindness we are Indebted for even the hope of better days. 
The favoring winds of heaven that waft our ship to Britain 's 
southern lands w ill carry back on i t s  wings our warmest 
prayers for your welfare and happiness, and for the prolong­
ation of your l i f e  amidst peace, comfort and honor,
"Signed on behalf of the whole Britlah emigrants leaving 
Calais for Australia, in the month of May, 1848,

"EDWARD LANDER,
JOSEPH JAMES,
Wm. COBB,
OLIVER LOWE."

These two le tte r s , together with the le tter  of thanks sent 
to the Members of the British Government, were printed in 
the 'Nottingham Review' of 26 May, 1848,
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Village Life and Customs 
Part III.

Brace Goodwin

The Mottin^haa Pair was f ire t  aentlonad in 1284* but 
the t e n  Oooaa Fair waa not uaed until 1341*

The Pair hsa been held eontlnuoualy alnoe that data 
except for I664* beoanaa of an epidonlo* and in  VĴ 2 the 
Gregorian Calendar vaa introduced and I t  appaara that one of 
the datea out out waa that of the Oooaa Pair* irtiich prorlded 
further proof for thoaa oppoaad to the changa of Calendar that 
the Oorernnent waa Indeed robbing the people of dajra of their 
liwea* In faot* people in England went about the atreeta 
ahoutlng "glTe ua back our elewen dayal” belleTing that their 
llTea bad been ahortened b j that period.

The Pair originall7  laated 1$ dajre. By I876 thle waa 
reduced to 3 daya — and then in 1880 to 5 daye. The powera 
that bo decided that i t  would not be prudent to reduce the daya 
any further* beoauae the Pair bad alwaya acted aa a aafety 
Taira for the population of Nottlnghaa.

In 1829 geeae were aelling brlakly at 4/> to 4/9 each* 
but by thla date the role of geeae in the Pedr waa a rery 
aubordinate one.

The Pair had gradually deweloped into a eaaaoth enter- 
priae and oirouai eerry-go-rounda and aide ahowa began to 
orertake the traditional ao tlT itiea. All the aurrounding 
thoroughfarea were orowded with a ta lla . Varioua atreeta were 
aet aaida for different producta* auoh aa country produce* 
nuraeryaen* poultry* orafta^ etc.

The Pair also becaae an eoononlo baroaeter to aeaaura 
the financial and agricultural health of the Hottlnghaa d la trlct.
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The crowds who attended the Goose Pair were the raw 
material for the social historiant and could also cause despond­
ency in the heart of the a ilita ry  observer, the French Marshall 
Tallard, who was captured at Blenhela and broug’ht to England as 
a prisoner. He wrote to Louis XIV soon after hie arrival in 
England saylngt "perservere with the war against England, as 
the countryside appeared to be drained of men” .

Later, in Hbttinghan, he witnessed the Goom Falx, after 
which he wrote again to his sovereign, this time urging hiat to 
give up at once, as he had seen as many in one English 
marlcet place as could conquer the whole of France*

Every opportunity was taken to celebrate Public events* 
These included!

The King's Birthday
Victory in battle . On occasions quite minor victories
were celrbrated, i f  a local soldier figured in the event*
P o litical triumphs, such as the Reform B ill .
Reading of our arcestors readiness to drop tools and do 

some celebrating at the slightest excuse makes us wonder i f  
Australians inherited their love of Public holidays from England*

Gambling was noted as characteristic of Hottingham 
residents* The venues for gambling was almost endless and 
included!

Prize Fights (usually sponsored by the Gentry). The
f l ^ t  was for a epeoified purse*
Cock F i^ t s
Bull baiting
One of the most unusual wagers was laid  by a se lf-  

taught dentist, who wagered one sovereign that he could pull_ 
and replace a tooth without harm to the patient or the tooth* 
This amazing feat was accomplished to everyone's satisfaction , 
and the wagers were paid. One wonders i f  there was a follow-up 
to check on the patient and/or the toothll

There was dog fighting in the meadows* Another sport 
played in the meadows was called "Long Bullets” . The only 
information I could find of this activity was that i t  was a 
throwing gaois*

Football was very rough, and played usually in frosty
1*2,



weather by large crowds, who fille d  the streets with flying balls 
and made l ife  uncomfortable for passers-by.

Tennis was played from -rery early days, and was known as 
a most expenslTe and exoluslwe sport. Crloket and football 
were the Tillage games, and both were played with many local 
variants.

Trap-ball, tip-cat, baseball, and innumerable other 
games were favoured by different towns and v illag e s, for the 
people s t i l l  had their own local past-times, ju st as each 
village made their own food and drink.

Increasingly the people turned to cricket. Interesting­
ly , cricket was forbidden at one time for vague reasons such as 
damage to tinrf and breakages.

A team of 22 Nottingham cricketers played an England 
Eleven for a purse of 1,000 guineas. The odds against Nott- 
in^am were 100 to 31 but the 22 men proved too great an 
advantage, and Nottingham were victorious. Hatches were 
attracting crowds of 10,000 which was really  astounding.

There were also Garden Clubs
Carnation and Pink Shows
Polyanthus Shows
Oooseberry Shows
Bowls
Bathing at Trent Bridge
Singing — Musical Clubs and Evenings
Dancing, and Cards.
There were no Libraries in Hottin^iam in 1813. However, 

a protracted press oampaign gradually overcame th is deficiency, 
and, by 1824, several Libraries had been established. Some of 
these were of a semi-technical nature and catered mainly for 
apprentices. One of the general lib raries had JOO books.

In 1802 a wrestling match between Nottingham and Derby­
shire resulted in a win for Nottingham in a l l  bouts. Curiously 
the trophy for this event was a laced hat, valued at 22/-. I t  
was not stated i f  each wrestler received a hat, and, i f  so, did 
he wear the hat, or have I misinterpreted the meaning of lace in 
respect to the hatII
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S ir Thomas Parkyns was a keen follower of the sport of 
wrestling, and his interest In this sport has been perpetuated 
In a bronze statue which stands in the Tillage church. This 
statue depicts S ir  Thomas, f i r s t .  In an aggresslye wrestling 
stanoe, and then, prone on the ground defeated by death.

One Shrowe Tide the Willou^hgr Family of Asprey Hall, 
Wollarton, ordained that the Hall should prorlde batter, lard 
and frying pane for a l l  the fam ilies of Wollarton, Trowall, 
and Cossall, who wished to cons and eat panoakes. The Rules 
weret No unruly behariour, and a l l  pancakes must be tossed. 
The Willoughby's participated in the celebration. A great 
deal of amusement was had by a l l }  each man reoeiTed a quart 
of a le , women a pint, and children a g i l l .

There were many such ftmctlons sponsored by wealthy 
land-holders or business people. Guests were either ths 
village people, or employees of some buslnass enterprise. 
Entertainisent, food and drink was usually provided.

Apart from ths organised functions, there was also 
ample free land around Nottingham for walking in what must 
have been very pleasant country.

The opening paragraph in Keith Sagar's "The Life of 
D.H. Lawrence” i s  worth recording because i t  gives a very 
sensitive description of the oountryside quite close to 
Nottingham.

'Eastwood l ie s  on the Nottlnghamshlre-Derbyshire border 
some nine miles north-west of Nottingham, overlooking the 
Erewash valley . I t  i s  h illy , wooded, onoe beautiful country, 
with, a l i t t l e  further north west, some of the finest landscape 
in the world. ®'*t Eastwood flows into the *nrent and thence 
to the sea, and in Lawrence's day the main railway line i^oa 
London to Lancashire ran through the valley . . .  so close 
were town and country that Lawrence's father on his way to work 
at Brlndsley Pit would sot o ff In the dawn across the fie ld s 
at Coney Grey, and hunt for mushrooms in the long grass, or 
perhaps pick up a skulking rabbit, idiich he would bring home 
at evening inside the lining of his pit«ooat.'

The Lawrence country i s  s t i l l  a place of jo ltin g 
contrasts} on one side of Moorgreen Road l ie s  Eastwood and 
Moorgreen P it} on the other Moorgreen Reservoir (which 
Lawrence called Nethermere Willey Water), Annersley and High 
Park Woods, Beauvais Priory and Robin Hood's Well, Pelley Mill
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and Ha#:gs Farm (now dere lict). In aunmier when the folia^^e 
la thick enough to abut out the noiae of tra ffic  and machinery, 
to walk from Eaatwood to Hagge la  to step abruptly from one 
world into another—from the ugly urban, industrial world to 
the 'Olds England* of the forest and agricultural past.

The countryside was s t i l l  very beautiful, ewen in the 
later part of the 19th century, (Lawrence le ft  England in 
1912,) One would assume that our people would hare been able 
to walk In the forest and enjoy the meadows, streams and woods,

I hare tried to write about general a o tlr lt le s  that 
most people could hare participated In and enjoyed. There 
were a number of other functions that would hare required money 
and position, and would. In most cases, hare been beyond the 
financial position of the Laoemakers.

Turning to food and drinki in the la tte r  part of 
the 18th century strong drink and wholesome food seemed to be 
arailable to eren the artisan and labourer. The regulation
allowance for a oomnon sailo r was a gallon of ale a day.
Water was hard to obtain, and s t i l l  more freqwntly of a 
rery doubtful quality. In sons c it ie s  water was carried 
from the near-by rlwer in leather bags slung across the backs 
of horses and sold in the stree ts .

The national drinks were beer and ale—the former 
was brewed mainly at hone and stored in wast re sse ls . Ále 
was often prepared with some foreign substance such as a 
capon, which was le f t  to grow putrid along with the malt, thus 
glTing body to the drink. Certainly was a body! I wonder 
did they leawe the feathers ontt I t  was the custom for soma 
innkeepers to prorlde free food for a l l  who bought their 
liquor.

Fancy warieties were much sought after , such as 'nun* 
(which was brewed with wheat instead of hops)| 'buttered 
ale* (warned and flawoured with sugar, oinnanon and butter)| 
'Lambs wood' (nixed with the pulp of apples). Wassail, 
apart from being a salutation uttered in drinking a person's 
hesath, was edso the name giren to a liquor consisting of ale 
with roasted apples, sugar, nutnsg and toast, onoe much used 
for Festlre occasions. Other popular drinks were netheglln 
(a mead made of femented honey)| 'hypooras* (a mixture of 
rod wine—sugared and sploed){ and 'syllabub* (which was 
deliciously, but Indigestably comprised of sweetened wine 
with crean!!)  There was cJLso claret made from Deronshlre
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cider and Middlesex turnips. Many of these drinks sound 
rosy and warming, peurticularly when taken in front of a log 
fire in the company of family and friends whilst outside the 
snow was gently fa llin g .

I t  was said that a new vice had sprung up among the 
commonalty of England—that of substituting brandy for a le .
The habit was said to hare spread from the Dutch sa ilo rs to 
the English during the war between those two countries. The 
result was an Increase df drunlcenness at the seaports* The 
potency of strong waters being too much for a people already 
accustomed to consume Very liberal quantities of liquor of 
lower alcoholic content.

Drinking so much, our ancestors \isually ate fewer 
meals than we. Their chief meal, dinner, took plaoe any 
time between twelwe and half past one. Breakfast, in the 
modem sense, they did not eat, but, as the contemporary 
name of 'morning draught* implies they drank. I t  was usually 
taken between dawn and eleren in the moralng, and usuadly 
consisted of ale or a cup of wlnef or, in winter, of 'p u rl', 
beer warmed and flawoured with herbs.

The English were great meat eaters when they could 
get i t .  To quote the sailors again, their daily ration of 
meat wets two pounds of salted beef. They liked their cheese 
strongt Stilton  was brought to the table with a special 
spoon for scooping up the maggots. But most food was eaten 
fresh, because the science of preserring had not been per» 
fected, and the problems of tremsport made i t  d ifficu lt to 
find markets for surplus fresh food. Fresh produce tended 
to be remarkably cheap in the locality  in which i t  was 
produced. Whore oats were unlyersally grown "clasp bread"
(or oat cakes) as big as pancakes were laid  upon the tables 
in bcuikets and eaten with butter, black cheese and strong a le .

Of fresh , wholesome food there was no lack* The 
population was s t i l l  small and agriculture flourished, with 
varied crops and plenty of home-reared mutton and beef, milk 
and poultry. Compared with those of other countries, the 
British common people fed well. Moreover, there was s t i l l  
game in the fo rests , heaths and marshes which s t i l l  covered 
A great deal of the country. This was towards the end of 
the 18th century.

A recipe for a shoulder of mutton herewith!
Cut a shoulder of mutton. Take samphire, paiwely, and then
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a l i t t l e  oniofiy a l i t t le  shallot^ an anchorj, a few capers, 
then peel a very l i t t le  nutneg. Shred with beef suet, as 
snail as can bs| so stu ff I t  outside and inside and place 
It upon the sp it . Pour Into you pall sone sanphire liquor 
with a spoont when i t  begins to dry bast# I t  with butter and 
lardt about a quarter of an hour I t  I s  roasted take an onion 
and slice  In half . * . take up the neat and hold I t  over the 
dish and slab I t  so that the gravy nay run Into I t .  Sqxwese 
an orang# Into I t  • . • The saaphlrs and parsley nust be twloe 
as nnoh as other things* I t  will nake good roasting*'

Pron a work called "Rules of C iv ility " translated 
fron the Prenoh In the 18th century* this work warns what 
not to do so we oan see a l l  toe plainly what our forefathers 
did* 'You nust not*, this polite nsntor urges, 'wipe sweat 
fron your face with your hankerehlef, to claw at your head, 
to belch, hawk and tear anything up firon the botto* of your 
stonach, or pass wind at the tab le*' I t  does not say i f  
passing wind other than at the table was 'c iv il *  II

1848 Calendar
^ one nonth to a page -  bound -  back of page 

blank for notes
*  oan bs helpful In several wayst
1̂  Recording speolflo events so that they may be 

viewed In correct perspective
^ Recording events in this way also makes I t  very 

easy to determine number of days between different 
events.

^ Enables one to determine day of week of speclflo 
events easily *

No. of c o p i e s ................Money included . . . .  (^3*30 post pd)
NAMEt (block le tters please) .
ADURSSSi...................................................... ... ...................Poet Code. . i
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John Wand

— Pam Harvey

John Wand, lacemaker, aged 40, h is  wife E liz a , a lso  
40, and th e ir  children E liz a  13, John 11, Sarah 9* James 3 
and Fanny, aged 1 y ear, were among the in trep id  group o f 
C a la is  Lacemakers who boarded the barque “Aglncourt" fo r  
the long Journey to Port Jackson* As they sa ile d  from 
Gravesend on 12th June, 1848, they would hare had mixed 
fe e lin g s  about the Journey a ^ a d  and th e ir  new l i f e  in  the 
Colony o f New South Wales*

John, a native o f Nottingham, married E l is a  C lara 
Spinks, from York, a t  ])over and edl o f th e ir  children were 
born in  C a la is .  Their fourth c h ild , James Henry, was nqr 
great grandfather*

They arrived  in  Sydney on 6th October, 1848, and 
some days l a t e r ,  in  company with other migrants from the 
"A gincourt", they trav e lled  by the steamer "M aitland" to the 
town o f Morpeth situ a ted  on the Hunter R iver 20 m iles up­
stream from Newcastle* At the time Morpeth was a  b u stlin g  
port through which the lo c a l produce from the rich  a g r ic u lt­
u ra l Hunter V alley was shipped to Sydney. The government 
wharf there covered 2 a c re s , and the Hunter River Company 
had an extensive wharf there a ls o .  The nearby town of 
Maitland was growing rap id ly  so those m igrants disembarking 
perhaps f e l t  soma measure o f confidence in  th e ir  future In 
th is  promising new environment*

They walked the 3 m iles to the Caroline Chisholm 
Barracks a t  E ast Maitland where they were accommodated u n til  
John Wand found employment as a  farm labourer, E liz a  as a 
house servant and young E liz a , aged 13, a s  a  nursemaid* In 
18^3 E liz a  married Joseph Singer a t Maitland and in  the 
follow ing year the f i r s t  o f th e ir  10 ch ildren  was bom *

Four years l a t e r ,  in  1837, Sarah who worked as a 
dressmaker, married Thomas Parker, a p a in ter , a t  S t *  Jcuoes 
Church, Morpeth* They edso had 10 ch ildren * John Wand 
sen io s, died in  Tamworth H ospital in  1839, o f a  "severe cold" 
which had lets ted fo r  6 weeks* I t  i s  thoxight that he had been
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gold prospecting a t  Bowling Alley Point, which i s  28 m iles 
from Tamworth, when he became i l l ,  K is eon, John, died a t  
Camperdown in  1862, nt the age o f 24 and  ̂ months. Later 
E liz a  Wand died a t  Collingwood, v ia  Liverpool, a t  the home 
of her daughter Sarah and son-in-law Thomas Parker, Her 
yoxangest daughter Fanny aged 16, married William Nelson in  
1865* and had 9 ch ildren .

My great grandfather James Wand was a f e l l  monger 
(a  dealer in  sheep sk in s) and in  I 869 married C lara Roberts« 
Two children were bom  o f th is  union, the younger being my 
grandfather Ernest Wand, born I 871 a t  Waterloo, Sydney* In 
la te r  years J eubss and C lara Wand lived  in A m c lif fe , Sydney, 
where th e ir  sandstone cottage i s  s t i l l  standing (or was 
severa l years ago)« ¡ty mother Esme remembers v i s i t in g  her 
grandparents there when she was yoting, and being to ld  o f the 
C a la is  Laoemakers m igration to  th is  land and the Nottingham 
connection o f so long ago.

AN INTERE3TIW0 COMMENT OK THE "AGINCOURT** LACRMAiniat MIGRAKTS.

In 1848 the N.S.W, Immigration Agent, F ,L ,S , Merewether 
made these comments on the "Agincourt” m igrantst

"That as re sp ec ts  physiced c a p a b i li t ie s  and mental 
in te llig e n c e , these immigrants were as a  body superior to 
any I  have inspected and that th e ir  conduct during the voyage 
and a f te r  th e ir  a r r iv a l  here, th e ir  re sp e c tfu l demeanour, 
and th e ir  read in ess to proceed a t  once to  Country D is t r ic t s ,  
fu l ly  Ju s t i f ie d  the expectations formed by the au th o ritie s  
in England, and proved that they were * . , men whose
fe e lin g s  revo lted  a t  the id ea  of becoming a  birrden to  th e ir 
native lan d ,"  • • • • • • • • « « « « « « « « « « « « * « «

In Issu e  No, 5* March 1983 there was an item 
about one THOMAS WHEWELL, reputed to be a  bush­
ranger nicknamed 'Nottingham Ja c k '«  He roamed 
the area south o f Mudgee near Pyramul and Bogee 
Mountain, There was a reward o f £25 oh h is 
head, A Thomas Whewell, aged 20 y e a rs , arrived  
on the Agincourt, Was he the same one? Will 
someone check up on him? Did he do time? — 
dance on a i r ?  ~  b ite  the dust? or Ju st  r e t ir e  
g ra c e fu lly . I t  was about 1854 that he was 
ac t iv e , "iQ.



^ B e t h  Williams

Who was Who in  Hunter Tosna In 1886

SCONE
John Brofflheady Baker and Confectioner^ was bom  in  

West Maitland in  18^3, and there learned h is  trade« He 
came to Scone in  1879 and commenced a b u sin ess* the o n lj one 
of i t s  kind in  the town* and which has now a  f a i r  oonneotlon«
Mr Bromhead i s  en ergetic * and shows much In te re st  in  a l l  
lo ca l m atters« He i s  taking an actiye  p art in  the endeawour 
to secure the incorporation o f the town* and g iv es h is  support 
to a l l  a th le t ic  sp o r ts . He i s  secretary  o f the lo c a l lodge 
o f the MHOOP, o f the Scone Jockey Club* and o f the A th letic  
Club* and i s  tru stee  and secre tary  o f the Scone Common«
He was married in  1868 to the fourth daughter o f Mr William 
Dean, o f H i l le r 's  Point* and i s  the fa th er o f four sons and 
two daughters« Mr Bromhead i s  a member o f the Church o f 
England* and i s  reWpected and esteemed throughout the d i s t r ic t «

Notable Events a t  Maitland
1847 Land fronting High Street sold for 30/“ P®r foot«
1848 L ast public hanging} and the f i r s t  prisoners received 

a t  Gaol«
1849 Scots Presbyterian Church opened« Largs and Hinton 

schools opened«
1630 174 em igrants arrived in  E ast M aitland} most engaged

as servants and farm labourers«
1831 28 h o te ls  in  Maitland« Steamer '^ o t h e r s '  made a

tr ip  up the Hunter from Morpeth to  Maitland under 
2 hoiicrs«

1853 Bank of N.S.W. branch opened
1836 Queens Theatre destroyed by f i r e .
I656 F ir s t  F ire  engine arrived  in  Maitland -  a g i f t  from 

the Insurance Companies«
1836 572 bullock drays passed through Greta in  month o f June,
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Of Shoes and Ships and Sealingwax...

A PAGE FROM THE FAST

— Beth Williams

(An Extract from the "Pramework I&iittin^'*, by Marilyn Palmer)

'As poor as a  S to c k in ^ r ' was a  common and reffretably 
apt saying diiring the nineteenth century*

John Thurman of Shepshed, a T illa g e  near Loughborough, 
had a wife and seren children and knitted p la in  hose* The 
man told  the Commissions "The boy and me make fottr dozen 
o f them in  a  week| then I  hare to pay 2/3 frame rent fo r  
the two framesI then I  hare to pay 2/ -  fo r  seaming and I  
hare to pay 7 ^ o  fo r  needles fo r  the two frames | then I  
have to pay fo r  candles 4d* per week} then there i s  o i l  I  
hare to pay 2d* fo r i '  then I  hare the m ateria ls to buy 
towards the frame, wrenches, hammers, keys and ewerthlng o f 
that so r t *  Ify l i t t l e  boy does the winding, th at would be 
6d* i f  I  W81S obliged to put anybody e lse  to do i t *  Then 
I  hare coal l / 3  per week, that i s  in  the summer we do not use 
as much as th a t , but in  the winter we use f i r e ,  that i s ,  fo r  
the house and the shop and a l l * "

His Income amounted to C l*2*3 a  week and h is  expend­
itu re  on the expenses o f h is work, h is  rent and coal came to  
9/7^* This l e f t  the fam ily I 2/85 a  week fo r  food and clo th ­
in g* Many k n itte rs  fam ilie s  not ewen le a s t  3/6 fo r  a 
fam ily o f s ix  i s  l i s t e d  on seweral occasions in  the 1844 
rep o rt* John Thurman continues h is  erldence by sayUngt 
"The whole nine o f us l i e  in  two beds, and fo r  those two 
beds we have one blanket fo r  both* I t  i s  out o f my power 
to buy any more * . * I  hare put my wife to bed for want of 
food, anybody can come forward and t e s t i fy  to that . . * 
when I have my l i t t l e  on a Saturday I  pay every farth in g  I 
can, as fa r  i t  w ill go • . . then Monday morning comes I 
have not got 6d . to buy a lo a f  with and nothing in the 
house. Then whatever few garments we've got we take them 
into the shop and pledge them to got a b i t  o f bread to go 
with during the week, or as long i t  w ill  l a s t ,  sometimes 
u n til Thursday, and then we go without u n til Saturday when 
we get our things again»'*
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Hemy k n itte rs  did th is .  One Hinckley pawnbroker 
reckoned he p a id *t70 a week to between s ix  and seven hundred 
people, F r id a y 's  was the worst day, they w ill brin^ in  
t r i f l in g  a r t ic le s  to enable them to buy a b i t  o f meat or a 
few t r i f l e s  fo r d inner."

I t s  not a b i t  o f wonder that o\ir Lacemakers achieved 
so much In th is  wonderful new country th at they had to  adopt.

Homan fam ily by 1880 had two hones and rented a  
shop in the High S tree t a t  M aitland, r a is in g  a  large  fam ily 
and coping very w ell. Their home was in  the lowest area o f 
town euid they were always being flooded out, but they stayed 
and struggled  and achieved a  lo t  with th e ir  hard work.

Edwin Uatthey Homan became a  Sadd ler, and when the 
time came, he trained  h is  sons in  the b u sin e ss. Emily Aim 
Homeui married a Dr Milne, and liv ed  a t  Wollombi, adopting a 
ch ild  there, and teaching school. She spoke French and was 
s e l f  educated. When her husband died her brother provided 
her with a home bcMsk in  Maitland quite near h is  shop. She 
did not l iv e  to a  great age, but she ra ise d  her adopted son, 
who was the youngest of a  large  Wollombi fam ily .

These two children managed to do th is  without a  
fath er as he was k ille d  soon a f te r  the fam ily arrived in  
M aitland, leavin g only th e ir mother to provide fo r  them.

I'm proud o f my fam ily o f ach ievers. I t  was England's 
lo s s  and the co lon y 's gain  that they arrived  here from th e ir 
workings in  C a la is .

Saturday, 7th May, a t  1 p.m.
fn i
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TTiioo'^.^'ar-ed. f  a i a i l v  s e c r  e ts  l a t e l : ; ' ?

Onoe a^aln I  iap lo r«  you fo r  * FILLERS'« Kaybe the LACK 
of response i s  because you do not know what I  mean« I t  i s  a 
term used to describe those l i t t l e  s to r ie s  used to  ' f i l l  up' 
the h a lf or quarter p s ^  space (or Ju s t  one inch) l e f t  when a  
lo n ^ r  a r t ic le  does not f i l l  -  or Ju s t  goes over -  the page«
I am looking fo r  funny» or in te re st in g , or \musual l i t t l e  
items (e sp e c ia lly  about YOUR LACEMAKERS) or th e ir  desendant/s 
-  Ju s t  one l i t t l e  episode«

Here are three l i t t l e  s to r ie s  from my own fam ily to give 
you an idea« The f i r s t  i s  td>out great-grandmother Frances 
Sayw ell's second husband, John Eastlake — a ffe c tio n a te ly  known 
to the fam ily as 'D a'«

'One bad thtinderstorm with bad h a ll  struck when h is  sons 
were harvesting« Worried fo r  th e ir  s a fe ty . Da grabbed a t in  
tub to go to th e ir  rescu e , but soon found that wrong« So he 
changed to a  b ig  wicker b ask et, and with th at over h is  head 
and shoulders, he ran out to check on h is  sons' sa fe ty «  They 
had unharnessed the h orses, which took refuge under a tr e e , 
and the sons had burled themselves imder stooks o f hay» The 
h ailston es were very b ig « ' (A P .S . to the abovet the t in  
tub i s  s t i l l  aroundl ahd w ell dinted()

The second story  was to ld  by Frances and Joh n 's third 
son, Franks I t ' s  the way clocks and watches were checked 
(before reulio and T7)t

'No rad io  -  TV -  'phone serv ice
But c ity  papers did publish the time the sun rose and 

se t«  So— -when they went to town (on horseback, or by sulky
or buggy) they took th e ir  watch to  the Railway and checked i t  
aga in st the Railway Clock -  i t  was deemed to  be correct«

On a r r iv a l home, the watch was checked a t  sunset or 
sunrise (or both ), allowing fo r  the d lfferen oe o f time and 
d istance (prev iously  ceacu lated)« This was to see i f  the 
watch had gained or lo s t«  Then the watch was checked d a ily  
or even twice d a ily  (svtn-up and su n se t) , u n til they went to 
town again , which might only bo once a  fo rtn igh t — or even 
longerI
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The third story Is from my father's side of the family 
— the Bush familyt

'An vinuaual happening has often been told of Ur Bush 
when he was returning home from DcQton one very cold day with 
horse and cart* He pulled up and gathered some wood and made 
a fire  In the oart to warm himself* eventually the boards of 
the cart were burning* and In the excitement of trying to put 
the fire  out the horse got frightened and bolted home* leaving 
a wiser man and a very much damaged cart behind*'

(Comment from his Irrevent grand-neicet I ' l l  bet he was 
both warmer and much more* I f  not fu lly * sober when he arrived 
home!)

0*K* So you don't have any family anecdote* How 
about genuine reoipea* brought out from France* or maybe 
Nottingham? (And not neoeaaarlly to eat -  maybe soap — 
oandles •  Insect repellent -  granny's cure?) Maybe there is  
an old story of great grandpa being held up by bushrangers*
(Ben Hall held up Frances' husbands in their shops -  and Frank 
Lowry held up my father's grandpa*)

Don't worry i f  you can't spell - or I f  your grammar i s  
rustyi I t ' s  the Editor's job to oorreot or re^^irrlte or 'PruiM 
to size ' copy that i s  submitted* But* as typist* I  do ask 
that you write or print CLEARLY particularly any unusual words* 
names* or plaoe names* so that I  oan't oonfuse them with some­
thing e lse *

I f  you are smarting because the Saywells* Bromheads* 
Landers* Bransons, Brownlows* Kemahalla* eto* are ALWAYS 
appearing -  remember i t s  your fau ltl YOU haven't contributed 
and our fam ilies have -  and I  sincerely trust they will continue 
to do so -  because without their oontributlons -  and remember 
they don't only contribute their own family history •• there 
would be an awfully skimpy 'T u lle '*

Start small with a ' f i l l e r '  and work up to somsthlng a 
b it bigger* The f i r s t  one i s  the hardest* And 'Tulle' 
i s  YOUR magazine* .

Hy especial thanks to Richard Lander for his delightful 
l i t t le  headings (per his computer) which are helping to  liven 
up our 'T u lle '* Thank you* Richard -  they axe beautl Just 
what I wanted. Anyone else got a bright idea like Richard's? 
Then le t  Claire (or M.F.B.) know*

:4- M.F.B,
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